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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM: The Characters 
 
Theseus 
Duke of Athens, engaged to Hippolyta 
A legendary hero, Theseus is respected by all for his 
reason and good judgment as well as his bravery. At 
the start of the play, Theseus is about to marry 
Hippolyta, his one-time foe. 
 
What’s the history? Theseus is famous for killing 
the Minotaur, a half-man, half-bull kept in a labyrinth 
by King Minos of Crete. He also defeated the 

Amazons, a society of female warriors who had sworn never to marry. 
 
Quote to watch for:  
“Lovers and madmen have such seething brains, 
Such shaping fantasies, that apprehend 
More than cool reason ever comprehends.” (5.1.4–6) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... What would Theseus say if he found out the story told by 
the lovers is true? 
 

 
Hippolyta 
Queen of the Amazons, engaged to Theseus 
Hippolyta appears only at the beginning and the end 
of the play, and she and Theseus are the only two 
main characters who do not move between the wood 
and the Athenian court. 
 
What’s the history? In Greek mythology, Hippolyta 
is the queen of a fierce tribe of female warriors, 
called the Amazons. Some versions of the myth 

suggest that she was kidnapped against her will, others that she chose to marry 
Theseus. In any case, the two were once enemies. 
 
Quote to watch for: 
“Four days will quickly steep themselves in night; 
Four nights will quickly dream away the time; 
And then the moon, like to a silver bow 
New bent in heaven, shall behold the night 
Of our solemnities.” (1.1.7–11) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Does she love Theseus? 
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Egeus 
father of Hermia 
Egeus is determined that Hermia will obey his orders 
and marry Demetrius. He is furious with Lysander for 
stealing her attentions, and goes so far as to demand 
she be put to death if she does not bend to his will. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hermia 
friend of Helena, in love with Lysander 
Hermia is short and dark. She and Helena have been 
friends since childhood, but recently, Demetrius’s 
infatuation with Hermia has caused some problems 
between the two old friends. 
 
 
Quote to watch for: 
“I would my father look’d but with my eyes.” (1.1.56) 

 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Will her father ever speak to her again? 
 
 

Helena 
friend of Hermia, in love with Demetrius 
Helena is tall and fair. She is very upset that the boy 
she loves, Demetrius, has dumped her, and that he 
is now trying to woo her friend, Hermia. 
 
Quote to watch for:  
“How happy some o’er other some can be!” (1.1.226) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Why is she throwing 
herself at Demetrius like that? 
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Lysander 
an Athenian youth, in love with Hermia 
Lysander claims to be as nobly born as Demetrius, 
but Egeus is dead set against Lysander’s bid to 
marry Hermia. 
 
Quote to watch for:  
“For aught that I could ever read, 
Could ever hear by tale or history, 
The course of true love never did run smooth” 

(1.1.132–134) 
 

 
Demetrius 
an Athenian youth, loved by Helena, but in love 
with Hermia 
Demetrius was originally in love with Helena, but 
abandoned her to chase Hermia. He is the favourite 
of Hermia’s father, Egeus, but Hermia herself does 
not love him. 
 
Quote to watch for: 
“These things seem small and undistinguishable, 

Like far-off mountains turned into clouds.” (4.1.186–187) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Is he really in love with Hermia, or does he just want what 
he can’t have? 
 
 

Philostrate 
Master of Revels 
Philostrate is in charge of booking the entertainment 
for Theseus’s court. 
 
What’s the history? Queen Elizabeth I had a master 
of revels who was responsible for approving all plays 
to be performed in London. It’s possible that 
Shakespeare is using the character of Philostrate as 
a way of poking fun at this bureaucrat. 

 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Is he frustrated that Theseus rejects most of his 
suggestions and picks the one play he doesn’t recommend? 
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Oberon 
king of the fairies, married to Titania 
Oberon is proud, haughty, and determined. But he 
can also show compassion, as he does when he 
directs Puck to help the lovelorn Helena. 
 
What’s the history? Oberon is the name of the fairy 
king in a 13th century French book. In that book, he 
helps the hero of the story to accomplish a series of 
quests. 

 
Quote to watch for: 
“I know a bank where the wild thyme blows, 
Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows, 
Quite overcanopied with luscious woodbine, 
With sweet musk-roses, and with eglantine” (2.1.249–252) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Does he really want that changeling boy, or does he just 
want Titania to give in? 
 
 

Titania 
queen of the fairies, married to Oberon 
Titania refuses to give up her changeling child to 
Oberon. In revenge, he enchants her so that she falls 
in love with Bottom. 
 
What’s in a name? Titania was one of the many 
names given to Diana, the moon goddess, in Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses. 
 

Quote to watch for: 
“Come, sit thee down upon this flowery bed 
While I thy amiable cheeks do coy, 
And stick musk-roses in thy sleek smooth head, 
And kiss thy fair large ears, my gentle joy.” (4.1.1–4) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... What is she going to think when she finds out Oberon 
enchanted her? 
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Puck 
Oberon’s servant, also known as Robin 
Goodfellow 
Puck carries out Oberon’s orders, although he 
sometimes gets things a bit mixed up. Shakespeare 
was probably the first to suggest that Puck and Robin 
Goodfellow were the same creature, although both 
were familiar figures to English audiences at the 
time. (A puck was a type of fairy, or hobgoblin.) 
 

What’s in a name? In English folklore, a puck is a kind of mischievous trickster fairy 
who sometimes interferes in the daily lives of humans.  
 
Quote to watch for: 
“Lord, what fools these mortals be!” (3.2.115) 
 

 
 
Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, 
Mustardseed 
four fairies who attend on Titania 
Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Mustardseed, and 
Moth are all depicted as tiny, delicate 

creatures who dance, look after the wild flowers in the forest, and care about human 
beings. Before this play, fairies were thought to be the same size as humans and were 
often hostile to mortals. 
 
What’s in a name? Shakespeare invented the names of all four fairies. 
 
 

Peter Quince 
a carpenter 
Quince is the director of the Pyramus and Thisbe 
play. He also reads the Prologue in that 
performance. 
 
What’s in a name? Quince sounds like “quoins,” 
which were small wedges of wood used by 
carpenters. 
 

Quote to watch for: 
“Bless thee, Bottom, bless thee! Thou art translated!” (3.1.104) 
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Nick Bottom 
a weaver 
Bottom is a weaver by trade, but his true calling is as a rather over-eager amateur actor. 
He plays Pyramus in the play directed by Peter Quince. Bottom becomes a victim of the 
rivalry between Oberon and Titania when Puck enchants him, giving him the head of an 
ass! 
 
What’s in a name? Bottom is named for the spool used to wind the thread on a loom. 
 
Quote to watch for: 
“The eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man hath not seen, man’s hand is not able 
to taste, his tongue to conceive, nor his heart to report what my dream was!” (4.1.208–
211) 
 
Wouldn’t you like to know... Why is he the only human who can actually see the 
fairies? 
 

 
Francis Flute 
a bellows mender 
Flute plays the role of Thisbe in the play-within-a-
play. 
 
What’s in a name? Bellows are used to blow air. 
They often make a wheezing noise, like a flute. 
 
Quote to watch for: 
“I kiss the wall’s hole, not your lips at all.” (5.1.197) 
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Tom Snout 
a tinker, or tin-worker 
In Pyramus and Thisbe, Snout is assigned the role of 
Pyramus’s father, but ends up playing the Wall. 
 
What’s in a name? Tinkers often repaired the 
snouts, or spouts, of teakettles. 
 
 
 

 
 

Robin Starveling 
a tailor 
Starveling is originally cast to play Thisbe’s mother in 
Pyramus and Thisbe, but ends up playing the part of 
Moonshine. 
 
What’s in a name?  The name Starveling indicates a 
very thin person, which fits the popular image of a 
tailor in Shakespeare’s day. 
 

 
 
Snug 
a joiner, who fits together pieces of wood without 
using nails or screws 
Snug plays the lion in the play-within-a-play. 
 
What’s in a name? Obviously, a joiner would aim to 
make a snug fit between the boards! 


